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DCOA Wins 2020 CEDA Award for 
Project with Hartmann’s, Inc.  
TEDC honors the DCOA with the Community Economic Development Award for 
Community Commitment and Leverage.   

ABILENE, TEXAS (October 9, 2020) – On Wednesday, October 7, 2020, the DCOA was 
recognized by TEDC as the recipient of the 2020 Community Economic 
Development Award (CEDA) for Community Commitment and Leverage. Out of the 
34 communities, the CEDA committee chose the DCOA for a prestigious honor that 
recognizes Abilene for their outstanding contributions in the project with 
Hartmann’s, Inc. 

“Receiving the CEDA award is a testament to the community’s ability to work 
together,” said Jack Rich, President of the DCOA Board. “As the leader in economic 
development, the DCOA recognizes the key roles that our partnering organizations 
played in this project. This award belongs to the Abilene community.”  

TEDC recognizes the DCOA for their expansion project with Hartmann’s, Inc., a local 
precision parts manufacturer. The company expanded into a new facility in Five 
Points Business Park, nearly tripling their manufacturing capabilities for a total $12.5 
million capital investment. For this project, the DCOA and its Board leveraged 
relationships with the Small Business Development Center (SBDC), First Financial 
Bank, the City Council of Abilene, the Abilene Industrial Foundation (AIF), and a 
federal grant from the Economic Development Administration to retain and expand 
Hartmann’s, Inc in Abilene. 

“The Hartmann’s expansion project was a long time in the making,” said Marelyn 
Shedd, President of First Financial Bank – Abilene Region. “Partnering with the 
DCOA and other local organizations was critical for this project. This award validates 
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these efforts. First Financial is honored to be a part of this project and looks forward 
to the company’s future growth.”  

TEDC is the largest state economic development association in the nation. The CEDA 
program judges applicants on five criteria: innovativeness, transferability, 
community commitment and leverage, measured objectives, and secondary 
benefits.  

“This award is a win for all of Abilene,” said Misty Mayo, CEO of the Development 
Corporation of Abilene. “It represents our commitment to the community, and our 
community’s dedication to growth. Receiving this highly competitive award proves 
Abilene’s ability to compete and win in economic development.”  

Partnering with multiple organizations secured Hartmann’s, Inc. in Abilene, Texas. 
This approach to economic development is key to the future success and growth of 
the community. To learn more about DevelopAbilene and the DCOA, please visit 
www.abilenedcoa.com. 
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