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Project Summaries 

October 1, 2017 to March 31, 2018 

 

Dyess Air Force Base 
As the likelihood of another Base Realignment & Closure (BRAC) process is debated in 

Congress, the Chamber’s Military Affairs Committee (MAC) is focused on improving 

Dyess Air Force Base’s (Dyess) rating if 

such a process should occur.  MAC knows 

many of the evaluation factors that would 

be used in a BRAC process and is working 

to eliminate existing deficiencies.  

Unfortunately correction of deficiencies is 

generally not something the Air Force can 

fund.  In October 2017, DCOA approved 

match funding of $198,880 to cover 35% 

the cost to relocate approximately 3,000 

feet of perimeter fence due to an FAA and 

Department of Defense violation with the lateral clearance zone requirements which 

prohibit obstructions within 1,000 feet of the runway centerline.  The City of Abilene 

applied for and received a Defense Economic Adjustment Assistance Grant (DEAAG) to 

fund 50% (or $281,680) of the total $563,360 fencing project.  The remaining 15% is from 

in-kind contributions by the federal government such as design work and surveying.  

Dyess was able to exchange land with the owner of an adjacent property, which allows 

the fence to be relocated and comply with FAA criteria.   

 

Hardin-Simmons University 
DCOA accepted an offer from Hardin-Simmons University (HSU) to purchase the land and 

building located at 1325 Pine St. and the adjacent parking lot at 1342 Walnut St., also 

known as AbLabs, plus all equipment located inside the building.  HSU is expanding their 

Physical Therapy (PT) program from the current 

location, which has only 13,500 sq. ft. and allows 

enrollment of only 28 students per year.  With the 

move, they will be able to increase the enrollment 

up to 50 students per year and have 5 full-time 

instructors.  After consulting with several individuals 

about the value of the property and building, the 

DCOA set a price of $2,250,000.  HSU paid $1,500,000 cash and executed an agreement 

for the remaining $750,000, which will be earned back over a three-year period.  The 

closing took place in December 2017.   
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Access Business Park  
In 2002, DCOA purchased undeveloped land located at the corner of Hwy 36 and FM 18, 

formerly known as the 18/36 Industrial Park.  In 2004, DCOA contracted with Hibbs & 

Todd (now known as Enprotec/Hibbs & Todd or eHT) to conduct a drainage study, 

boundary survey, topo survey, and develop a preliminary development plan.  In late 2017, 

DCOA again contracted with eHT in the 

amount of $52,950.00 for base services and 

an additional $10,000 contingency for 

reimbursables and other expenses, for a 

preliminary plat for a new commercial 

subdivision, a site utility investigation, aerial 

topo survey to update outdated information, 

a final subdivision plat and construction plans 

for streets and utility extensions into the park.  eHT will solicit bids for installation of 

utilities and a detention pond plus construction of roads for DCOA’s funding consideration.  

The park has since been renamed “Access Business Park” to stay in keeping with the 

idea of a commercial and light industrial park with close access to a commercial airport 

and major interstate.   

 

BrightFarms (Project Ladybug)  

DCOA approved in March 2018 up to 

$2,332,700 including 20.9 acres of raw land to 

bring BrightFarms (Project Ladybug) to 

Abilene as the first tenant in the new Access 

Business Park.  The company will invest up to 

$17 million in constructing and equipping its 

first state-of-the-art hydroponic greenhouse 

facility in Texas, up to 200,000 sq. ft. in size, 

for growing pesticide-free and non-GMO 

greens and herbs for local grocery stores.  The 

greens will help meet the growing demand for year-round produce needed by regional 

grocers throughout Texas and New Mexico, eliminating time, distance and costs from the 

food supply chain.  The company currently has facilities in Rochelle, Illinois; Culpeper 

County, Virginia; Bucks County, Pennsylvania and is in the process of opening a new 

location in Wilmington, Ohio.  Abilene will gain up to 30 new jobs. 

 

NEXT University & Communities in Schools of the Big Country 
DCOA approved in 2015 $40,000 to help establish the industrial workforce training 

program offered through Cisco College, now called NEXT University (Program).  The 

Program targets high school juniors and seniors interested in obtaining skills in welding, 

electrical, HVAC, plumbing and industrial maintenance before joining the workforce.  

Students are provided grant funds to cover tuition, books, supplies and fees for dual-credit 

hours.  DCOA also formed a partnership with Communities in Schools of the Big Country 
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(CIS) and the Abilene Industrial Foundation 

(AIF) to create a full-time Career 

Development Coach (Coach) position to 

focus on at-risk students and providing one-

on-one support to ensure success in 

completing a specified workforce training 

course.  The Coach identified a need 

among recent high school graduates (post-secondary students) for the same training 

offered to high school students through this Program.  In October 2017, DCOA agreed to 

include interested post-secondary students below the age of 22 years in NEXT University 

so long as they are Taylor County residents.  Nine post-secondary students are enrolled 

in the Spring 2018 semester. 
 

Broadwind Towers 
DCOA received a request from Broadwind Towers expressing interest in a 4.5-acre 

vacant lot adjacent to property they currently own in the Five Points Business Park, at the 

intersection of Marigold and Polaris.  The company is in the process of hiring 100 new 

employees, and the additional land is needed for more 

laydown storage and holding area for raw materials, 

inventory, equipment and finished product.  The 

purchase price of the vacant lot is $60,000, and a 

separate agreement for financial assistance will be 

executed along with the sales contract.  Broadwind 

Towers must install base material and fence the lot 

within nine (9) months of closing or a penalty will be 

imposed of $ 10,000 paid to the DCOA.  The needed 

improvements are estimated to cost $800,000.      

 

Streetlights in Five Points Business Park 
DCOA approved a contract with AEP and funding of $80,560 to install streetlights in the 

Five Points Business Park.  The goal is to cut down on illegal drag racing, in turn keeping 

damage to property fences and infrastructure to a minimum, plus help prevent illegal 

dumping.  The lights will be installed along Polaris Dr. and Five Points Parkway 

approximately 350 ft. apart on 37’ steel embedded poles.  Wooden poles already installed 

on Marigold St. will get 16’ arms mounted to illuminate the street.   

 

DCOA Board Members 

President John Beckham presented outgoing President and board member Dave 

Copeland with a proclamation from the City of Abilene and a Certificate of Appreciation 

from DCOA for his faithful and dedicated service to DCOA and City of Abilene.  President 

Beckham then welcomed new board members Vic Corley and Seaton Higginbotham.   
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Board of Directors: 

John Beckham President 

Jack Rich Vice President 

Greg Blair Secretary/Treasurer 

Seaton Higginbotham 

Vic Corley 
 

 

Staff: 

Kent Sharp Chief Executive Officer 

Kim Tarrant Chief Administrative Officer 

Akane Thaxton Economic Development Specialist 

Rick Jones Construction Project Manager 

   Cynthia Nesmith Administrative Coordinator 
 

 

 

 

 

174 Cypress Street, Suite 301 

Abilene, Texas  79601 
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www.abilenedcoa.com 

Follow us on Twitter and Facebook at DCOA Abilene 
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